426___________________Sri Raghavendra

'Since he is inviting us, we shall go with him first an<
learn about other things later,' prompted another persor
to Kuppanna Rao, being unable to bear his hunger then.

A variety of vegetable preparations, several othel
delicacies, payasam and appalam were served with rice
at the place they were taken to and they all had a
sumptuous lunch. Later, in the evening, they had snacks
too, before they reached Arcot at night. Actually, they did
not even feel like taking dinner at night - so heavy was the
. lunch and the refreshments they had.

'Look, Sri Raghavendra, true to my prayers to him,
has given us not only timely food, but also a grand feast,
when it was least expected.'

'Kuppanna Rao, you have been telling this often and
I have been keeping quiet, in order not to hurt your
feelings' said one of the others.

'What are you driving at, please?'

'Let us not talk about this, but divert our conversation
to some other subject.'

'No, no. Your statement seems to suggest that this is
not a grace of Sri Rayaru, but an event that has taken
place by accident'.

'Yes, it is true.'

'Please don't say like that. I have been exhilarating
that in answer to my prayers after the bath in the river, Sri
Rayaru has sent my friend and through him has fulfilled
my longing for a sumptuous lunch (with delicacies) -
proving that he graces those who approach him with